Features of Structure
The first step to success in a structure question is being able to identify features of structure. 
These features are not limitless and you can familiarise yourself with them and the kind of effects they have. 
You should already have some skill in identifying and analysing structural features from your Intermediate 2 and Standard Grade courses. 
Furthermore, your teacher will probably direct you to one of the many helpful chapters in school text books in order to further consolidate your skills.
On the next page is a reminder of some of the key features of structure to look out for when answering a question. Before you read it, test yourself by writing down the key features you need to look out for when answering a structure question, then see how it compares to the list below.
KEY FEATURES OF SENTENCE STRUCTURE
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· Does the arrangement of the words in the sentences create a notable effect?
· Do sentences begin or end with words that emphasise or dramatise the writer's views? 
· Is there an inversion or alteration of the expected word order?

· Is there a variety of sentence lengths? 
· Are there any short sentences that stand out? (Short sentences can often have dramatic impact). 
· Is where they are placed significant? (beginning or end of a paragraph). Are they emphasised by being in a paragraph of their own? 
· Is the type of sentence significant? (questions, statements, exclamations, commands, conjecture). 
· Are any words or phrases repeated? 
· Is there a pattern to the repetition? 
· What is the effect of this?

· You need to be aware of how colons, semi colons, dashes, inverted commas and other punctuation marks function. 
· Lists, separated by commas or semi colons are often a feature. You need to be able to identify and explain their effect. 
a) Do they contribute to climax or anti climax? (see below). 
b) What is the content of the list? 
c) Is its effect accumulative or climactic?

· Is there a build towards a climax of sorts in the paragraphs? 
· Has the writer deliberately ordered any lists for effect?
· The final item on a list is often emphasised by its positioning. 
· Has point or observation been delayed for effect?







Memorise the list above!











