Approaching the Critical Essay Question
Planning the essay – practice you need to look again and again at past papers

You can suit a question to what you KNOW
Look carefully at the questions.

Decide which one best suits you

Identify 3/4 features from the box above which you know a lot about.

Divide into sections; intro, the 3 or 4 features, conclusion.
Each section begins with a topic sentence. A section can have 2 or 3 paragraphs.

Topic sentence                            +                                        


Vary the topic sentence                +                 +

                                          Author     Feature     Question

You can use any sequence of the three – never use the same sequence twice in a row

____________________________________________________________________
Use of quotation – the quote can appear anywhere

You don’t need to use quotes – you can just refer to the text

Do NOT write “This quote shows us…”

Do NOT microanalyse – taking the quote apart, bit by bit.

Analysis should refer back to the topic sentence.

____________________________________________________________________
Relate to question
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